alvation without works, in St. 
of it, conſidered; 


A C E, cogtaining the Reaſons - 
its Publication. 


r * — 7 + * * - * 0 " 8 : 
* r * l; % N ! 
k 7 — 1 8 * = K 
0 0 * * - a N N 1 . £ - , — _ 48 
; ba 2 4 = ; APY _ . 


* 


5 = "4 12 : Oy 


| 
| 
| 
F 
{| 
1 
3 
+3 
+ 
3 
. 


— A I ppc 


% 
4 
2 
E 


— 


1 * 


PR E F A © E. 


10 give a common diſcourſe to the 
publick, never intended by the author 
t0-ſoe the light, may be thought to require 
ſome apology ; and yet I ſhall make no o- 
ther than this, that it was judged ſuitable to 
the occaſion on which it was preached, and 
was publiſhed at the requeſt of thoſe who 
thought ſo. | 

The occaſion was this; the ſupporting the 
honour and credit of chriſtianity, againſt 
| thoſe who with a ſhow of zeal for its inte- 
reſt (I hope without deſign) were ſapping the 
foundations of it ; and who to give the great- 
er honour to faith were weakening the obli- 
gations of a holy life. This muſt always be 
the caſe, where the whole of chriſtianity, is fe- 
ſolved into a confident reliance upon the grace 
of the goſpel, to a neglect of the great deſign 
of it, to promote the practice of real goodneſs. 

They whoſe profeſſed deſign is the ſalva- 
tion of ſouls, (the nobleſt that can enter into 
the heart of man) have introduced their pub- 
lick inſtructions among us; and though I 
could never think their diſtinguiſhing tenets _ 
agreeable to the word of God, yet had they 
layed leſs ſtreſs upon theſe, and laboured to 
promote a real reformation of the lives and 


manners of men, upon the common and 
A 2 undiſ- 
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undiſputed principles of religion, they would 
have had my beſt wiſhes for their ſucceſs. 

But the contrary to this has been very 
apparent. The point they have aimed at, 
has looked more like faction than religion; 
for this they ſet out with; the perſuading 
the people, that their publick inſtructors, 
were undermining the faith it was their du- 
ty to maintain; that the goſpel was neither 
underſtood nor preached by them, and that 
they whoſe duty it was, to watch for mens 
ſouls, were joined in one common confe- 
deracy to deſtroy them. Very charitable 
truly! — and had this been the caſe, it would 
have juſtified their warmeſt zeal. — But how 
could they tell this ? Was it right to publiſh 
ſuch an alarm without the ſtrongeſt evidence 
that this was the caſe? This 1 am ſure of, 
it was very contrary to the temper and ſpi- 
rit of the goſpel. —— To make good ſo hea- 
vy a charge as this, it had been a proper 
employment for theſe reformers of the pub- 
lick faith, to have commenced, for a time 
at leaſt, itinerant hearers, rather than preach- 
ers, that they might have been able to aſcer- 
tain the fact. But even then, it had amount- 
ed only to this, that what they call the goſ- 
pel was not preached; and there had been 
this privilege in reſerve, of an appeal from 
their tribunal, to a more infallible one, the 
ſacred ſcriptures. — By theſe let their doc- 
. trines be tryed, and J am well aſſured, that 
: what 


what they call the goſpel, will appear ſuch 
as Chriſt and his apoſtles never preached. — 
The doctrines to which they have given this 
ſacred venerable, ſanction, are ſuch as theſe, 
— that men are to go to Chriſt in their fins 
— that the greater ſinners the more welcome 
— that Chriſt hath done all for them, and 
that they have. nothing to do but believe 
that he has, with an abſolute unconditional 
reliance on him for falvation — that men 
may be made righteous, without the prac- 
tice of good works — that the faith that 
juſtifies is an abſolute aſſurance their fins are 
forgiven, and that to doubt of this is the way 
to- damnation — in ſhort, that every man 
may be ſaved if he will, but that no man can 
do any thing towards promoting his own ſal- 

vation — of the truth of theſe allegations 
1 am. furniſhed with ample proofs. Excel- 
lent doctrine indeed! If this is the goſpel, I 
think I may be allowed to ſay, it is ſuch as 
a wiſe and good man would be aſhamed of. 
This men may be converted to, and be ſtran- 
gers to that renovation of heart and life, that 


is the ſcripture account of true converſion ; 


— and what have been the evidences of a 
converſion to this goſpel ; and of their hav- 


ing the ſpirit of God, to which they lay ex- 


travagant claims? Why not thoſe fruits of 


_ _ the ſpirit an inſpired apoſtle hath given us, 


love, joy, peace, long-tuffering, gentleneſs, 
goodneſs, faith, &c. I am ſorry to ſay there is 
8 | | b ſcarce 
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is ſcarce the ſhadow of theſe — the effects 


have been adequate to their cauſe, viz, con- 
fident pretenfions— boaſted attainments, pub- 
liſhing in a vain-glorious manner their aſſu- 


rance of forgiveneſs — attended with voices 
from heaven, viſions, immediate inſpirations, 


ſwoonings, &c. and every ſpecies of enthuſi- 


aſm and phanaticiſm. — Theſe are the tri- 


umphs of methodiſm as it hath appeared a- 
mong us — of the truth of theſe there are 


enough I can appeal to, nay I might appeal 


to themſelves; and though I make no doubt 
but they have been followed by ſome with 


an honeſt deſign, and all have not drunk in 
the ſame ſpirit, yet their moſt genuine con- 


verts have manifeſted a ſpirit that would do 
little honour to any religion. — This 1 have 
a right to ſay, that they have abounded in 


the moſt cruel cenſures of thoſe who are not 
of their party; and if they may be called 


converts, they are rather the pity, than the 
admiration of thoſe who obſerve them. I 
ſhall not abuſe the reader's patience, with 
what ſome who call themſelves preachers, 


have dared to utter in the face of all the 


world — every friend to the toleration, muſt 
grieve for the abuſe of it; and it is really a- 
 mazing, that * two gentlemen of the eſtab- 


liſhed church, and who ſhare in her emolu- 


ments, ſhould ſend out men, the moſt igno- 


rant and confident, they could well have 


made choice of, and that under the ſhelter 
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of a toleration, to abuſe and vilify their own 
order, and inſpire the loweſt of the people, 
with a contempt of a regular and ſtanding 
miniſtry ; in this they have too well ſucceed- 
ed, I charitably hope, they who are called 
methodiſts in other parts of the kingdom, 
have not imbibed the like ſpirit with. theſe, 
if they have, it bodes ill, not only to religi- 
on, but the peace and good order of ſoci- 
ety, — Low as the chriſtian miniſtry is laid, 
ſure ſomething better than ignorance and 
| confidence, are requifite qualifications for it. 
I would therefore aſk thoſe gentlemen, whe- 
ther they have had a proper trial of theſe 
mens abllities to preach the goſpel? If they 
have not, how can they anfwer it to their 
own conſciences, or the publick to encou- 
rage them, — Do they know that they la 
claim to immediate inſpiration, and —_ 
themſelves with prophets and apoſtles, and 
that the weak, the falſe things they utter, 
nay, the cruel cenſures they throw out, they 
dare impute to the Holy Spirit; let them 
know this, and bluſh for them ; yea, if they 
have any bowels of compaſſion, they will 
tremble tor them ! It is high time thoſe gen- 
tlemen ſeek out for better hands, or lay them 
under ſuch reſtraint, as decency and the laws 
of their country require — ll they do this, 
the world will have a right to think, it is 
lomething very different from the falvation 
of ſouls, they are aiming at. ol 
It 


of a holy life. The paſſage I have choſe, and 


Cm}. 

It is difficult to ſay, which hath done 
greater injury to chriſtianity, enthuſiaſm or 
infidelity ; it is fit we maintain the honour and 
credit of it againſt both. It hath been done 
already to' much greater advantage than I 
can pretend to — the ſenſe of the apoſtle, 
where there is moſt danger of his being abu- 
ſed to the purpoſes of licentiouſneſs, hath 
been fully vindicated, by thoſe who have 
profeſſedly. handled the ſubject; but as this 
diſcourſe is deſigned chiefly for their uſe, in- 
to whoſe hands larger treatiſes do not come, 
it has been thought it may have its uſe. The 
deſign of it is to vindicate the grace of the 
goſpel in perfect harmony with the obligation 


others parallel with it, have been ſadly per- 
verted. Ignorant declaimers have taken occa- 
fion from them, to depreciate good works, 
though it-was the great defign of the goſpel 
to inforce the practice of them. I thought it 
might anſwer a better end, to make ſuch a 
paſſage the ſubject of diſcourſe, than one, in 
which the practice of holineſs to our final ac- 
ceptance, is in ſo many words injoined — to 
ſhow, that ſcripture is ever confiſtent with it- 
ſelf, and that when the grace of God is moſt 
extolled, a holy life is not only implied, but 
1s, and muſt ever remain, of the — ob- 
gation. 1 


| T. M. 
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Who bath n us, For called us 
with a holy calling, not according 
to our works, but according to his 
own purpoſe and grace, which was 


given us in Chriſt Feſus, We the 
world 2 


doe T. Paul from the afeftionate re- 
gard he bore for Timothy, (whom 
ORG he calls his ſon in the faith) writes 
to him this ſecond epiſtle, to direct 
and encourage him in the work of the mini- 
ſtry, to which he had devoted himſelf. 
He begins it with his uſual ſalutation; 
letting him know, that though he was ab- 
ſent from him, (being then a priſoner af 
Rome) yet, that he remembered. him in his 
prayers, deſiring if it was the will of God, 
he might ſee him again, to their mutual com- 


fort nnd: joy ; but as that was uncertain, ap- 
| B — 
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prehending he ſhould ſoon fall a victim to 
the perſecuting rage of his enemies, he writes 
to him to ſtir him up, to the diligent and 
faithful diſcharge of his office. He would 
excite in him a ſacred ambition of behavipg 
worthy the pious and holy ſtock from which 
he ſprang. The' apoſtle remembered, and 
he would have Timothy recolle& it too, the 
unfeigned faith that dwelt firſt in his grand- 
mother Lois, and in his mother Eunice, and 
which he obſerved with pleaſure dwelt alſo 
in him. 

Timothy's mother was a jewels, his father 
was a greek or gentil, the care of his educa- 
tion therefore, devolved on his mother, in 
which it is probable, ſhe was aſſiſted by the 
piety of his grand-mother, whoſe joint en- 
deavours, were bleſſed to the training him 
up in early life, in the fear and ſervice of 
God, — He was the earlieſt convert we read 
of, ſet apart by the apoſtle to the work 
of the miniſtry, of which he reminds 
him at the fixth verſe, *,wherefore 1 
* put thee in remembrance, that thou ſtir 
up the gift of God that is in thee, by 
<« the putting on of my hands; by which 
the apoſtle means, not an ordinary grace, but 
an extraordinary gift, ſuch as was peculiar to 
that age of the chriſtian church. But what- 
ever it was, it might be improved or neg- 
lected by him; it was neceſſary therefore he 
ſhould = exhorted, to a diligent application 


of 


„ 
of the gift he had received, to the great ends 
and purpoſes for which it was given him; 
namely, the honour and intereſt of chriſtia- 
nity. And as the difficulties he might meet 
with, would call for the exerciſe of courage 
and fortitude, he bid him at the 8th verſe, 
« be not thou therefore aſhamed of the teſ- 
« timony of our Lord, nor of me his pri- 
« foner, but be thou partaker of the afflic- 
« tions of the goſpel, according to the pow- 
er of God.” By the teſtimony of our 
Lord, he means the true doctrine of Chriſt; 
or if it be referred to any particalar doctrine, 
it was that capital one, of the reſurrection 
of Chriſt, upon which the truth of chriſti- 
anĩty depended; and which the apoſtles were 
eſpecially commiffioned to preach and pub- 
liſh to the world. He was to decline no dif- 
ficulties he might meet with, in bearing his 
teſtimony to this; nor to be afliamed of him, | 
who was then in bonds for the ſake of it; 
nor yet be unwilling himſelf to ſuffer in the 
fame cauſe, according to that fupernatural 
power which God had given him. It fol- 
loweth — © who hath ſaved us, and called 
„ us with an holy calling, not according to 
* our works, but according to his own pur- 
« poſe and grace, given us in Chrift before 
_ © the world began.” The apoſtle was him- 
{Hf fo warmed with the ſubje& contained in 
theſe words, that he would recommend it to 
Timothy, to make it the frequent ſubject of 
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his preaching ; and ſo to do, is unqueſtion- 
ably the duty of every chriſtian miniſter. But 
it is of great importance that the paſſage be 
rightly explained. — Nothing could be fur- 
ther from the apoſtle's meaning, than hereby 
to weaken the abligation chriſtians are under 
to the practice of righteouſneſs, which is ex- 
preſsly required to their final acceptance with 
God ; 1 ſhall therefore conſider the words 
in this connection, and to this end I would, 


I. Take notice of the beneſit the apoſtle 
ſpeaks of, viz. the putting us in the way 
of ©" ade and to this end calling us 
with a holy calling. 

II. I would conſider, to what the apoſtle 
aſcribes this benefit, negatively and po- 
ſitively expreſſed, not to any antecedent 
works of righteouſneſs in us, but to the 
free. purpoſe and grace of God, given 
ps in Chriſt Jeſus before the world be- 
gan. — And as this account has been 
perverted, to a meaning not intended by 
the apoſtle, and it has been from hence 
inferred, that good works are of no 
avail to our acceptance with God, 1 
would therefore ſhew in the _ 

Ind. Place, that the practice of righteouſ- 
neſs, to our perſonal acceptance to eter- 
nal life, does nevertheleſs ſtand in full 
force: and d obligation, | 


I . We 
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I. We will conſider the benefit of which 
the apoſtle ſpeaks, viz. the putting us 


in the way of ſalvation, and to this end 


calling us with a holy calling. 

We have here the merciful intention of 
God, as it reſpects our ſalvation, and the 
manner in which he thought fit to acquaint 
us with it. The deſign was no leſs than 
this; our recovery from a ſtate of death, to 
a bleſſed immortality. — All fleſh had cor- 
rupted their way; all had ſinned, and come 
ſhort of the glory of God. The happineſs 
ſor which man was deſigned, and which he 
would have been capable of, had he conti- 
nued upright, he forfeited” by his diſobedi- 
ence ; in conſequence of which, he incur- 
red the ſentence of everlaſting death. 1 
theſe circumſtances, God of his great mer⸗ 
cy was pleaſed to entertain the kindeſt in- 
tentions towards the human race, of deliver- 
ing us from the condemnation our guilt de- 
ſerved, and of putting us in the way of life 


| and happineſs. So generous was the love of 


God, that it had reſpect to both of theſe ; 
the firſt we had no right to claim, and the 
other was ſuch an inſtance of his bounty, 
as demands the devouteſt acknowledgments 
from every human heart, | 

In each of theſe views, is our ſalvation - 
ſet forth in the ſacred ſcriptures; by our de- 

liverance from the wrath to come, and our 


recovery 
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recovery to a ſtate of perfection and happi- 
neſs in God's eternal kingdom. — I would 
_ obſerve, that when the apoſtle ſpeaks of our 
being SAVED, he muſt be underſtood to mean, 
as in other places, the being put into the way 
of obtaining that happineſs we had forfeited, 
or the being brought by the mercy of God, 
under theſe means of ſalvation, which if not 
neglected, would iſſue in our eternal life. 
The being sA vnn, in the full and compleat 
fenſe of the ward, it cannat mean, that is, 
referved to a more diſtant period, when the 
chriſtian ſhall have finiſhed his courſe in this 
world, and partake of the reward which God 
bas promifed — it has its beginning in this 
world, in the being delivered from con- 
demnation, from the dominion of fin, and 
the being brought to a ſtate of ſincere though 
imperfect holineſs ; and when hereupon a 
chriſtian enjoys the well. grounded hope of 
eternal life, he may be faid to be saveD, and 
his perſevering ſtedfaſt unto the end, will 
fecure to him, the compleat and everlaſting 
_ enjoyment of that ſalvation. 

But who ever reads the cpiſtles of St. Paul 
with attention, will eaſily perceive, that when 
be ſpeaks of being savED, he more general- 
ly means by it, the merciful intention of 
God, as it reſpects the human race, and the 
recovering us to the. hope of eternal life, by 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt — previous to this mer- 
ciful ee of God, all mankind concluded 


under 
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under fin, were in a ſtate of death, from 
which they were in no capacity of delivering 
themſelves; in themſelves conſidered, they 
were without ſtrength, ſhut up under the 
ſentence of death, which without the inter- 
vening mercy of God, had taken 2 upon 
all mankind. It was the promiſe of God, 
that rendered their condition hopeful, which 
had otherwiſe been without remedy. And 
therefore we find the apoſtle, ſpeaking of the 
Gentiles before their converſion, and while 
in their heathen ſtate, as without God, and 
« without hope in the world ;” and when 
they were brought from their apoſtacy into 
the kingdom of God, by faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, they were ſaid to be sAveD, not in 
the full meaning of it, i. e. not actually poſ- 
ſeſſed of this ſalvation, which they would 
be, upon their perſevering in the faith and 
practice of the goſpel ; but they were put in- 
to the way of life, whereas before their con · 
verſion, they were * aliens, enemies in their 
“ minds by wicked works, in a ftate of 
« death, without God, and without hope; 
but now they were become the people of 
God, taken into covenant with him, brought 
under the promiſe, made capable of eternal 
life, and were furniſhed with thoſe means of 
grace, which if improved, would bring rm 
to the actual poſſeſſion of it. 
It is worth obſerving, that the apoſtle 
when writing to the Ephefians, who had been 


converted 
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converted from a ſtate of heatheniſm to chri- 
ſtianity, applies this privilege to them — he 
tells them they were sAvE D; he ſpeaks of it 
as their common privilege, by grace ye are 
SAVED, not actually poſſeſſed of this ſalvation, 
byt by being brought within the pale of the 
chriſtian church, and under the promiſe of 
eternal life, they were in a ſtate of ſalvation; 
whereas before their converſion, they were 
under guilt, and in a ſtate of condemnation. 

It is I think very manifeſt, that when the 
apoſtle in this manner addreſſes himſelf to 
collective bodies of men, taken into cove- 
nant by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and tells them . 
they were SAVED ; he muſt mean, their being 
brought into the way of ſalvation, or by the 
mercy of God, put into ſuch a ſtate, in 
which if they. e continued grounded and 
« ſettled, and were not moved from the 
< hope of the goſpel,” they would undoubt- 
edly obtain eternal life. 

This is agreeable to other paſſages in the 
epiſtles, where the benefit I am ſpeaking of 
(the being sAveD) is in like manner applied. 
Thus Acts xvi. 31. St. Paul tells the jaylor, 
te believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt and thou 
e ſhalt be savep;” and 1 Thefſ. v. 9. © for 
« God hath not appointed us to wrath, but 
ce to obtain ſalvation by our Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt.” In the ſame ſenſe, God is ſaid 
to be © the Saviour of all men, but eſpeci- 


87 ally of them that believe.” 1 Tim. iv. 10. 
We 
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We read upon the converſion of Zaccheus, 
our Lord ſaid, © this day is ſalvation come 
* to this houſe,” Luke xix. 9. which means 
that by faith in Chriſt as the true Meſſia h, 
he was brought into the way of ſalvation. 
Thus 1 Pet. iii. 13. Baptiſm is ſaid to fave 
us; but in what ſenſe is this to be under- 
ſtood ? Can it mean that aptiſm alone would 
be effectual to any man's falvation ? This 
cannot be; but it means, that as by bap- 
tiſm they were taken into the kingdom and 
church of Chriſt, they were by it brought 
under the means, or put into the way of ſal- 
vation, By baptiſm they liſted themſelves 
under the banner of Chriſt, and upon their 
perſevering fidelity, they would finally ob- 
tain eternal life. So it is ſaid in the Achs, 
that the Lord added to the church ſuch 
« as ſhould be ſaved;“ ch. ii. 47. it might 
have been hetter rendered, according to the 
original THE SAVED; thus are chriſtians ſaid 
to be 8AvED by hope, and yet they who ſhall 
be actually faved, will have got beyond 
hope and triumph, in the 2 poſſeſ- 
ſion of that ſalvation they once hoped for. 
And that the apoſtle is thus to be under- 
ſtood in the text, is I think plain beyond all 
diſpute ; becauſe the ſalvation he ſpeaks of, is 
without any regard to works of piety or 
righteouſneſs, and therefore cannot be appli- 
ed to our final acceptance to eternal life, for 
in that ſenſe of it we are affured, that re- 
C gard 
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gard will be had to our works; which i is as 
expreſs as words can make it, for God will 
% render to all men according to their deeds, 
te to them who by a patient continuing in 
ce well doing, ſeek for glory, honour, and 
« immortality, eternal life.” And again, 
e glory, honour and peace, to every man 
* that worketh good, to the jew firſt, and 
« alſo to the gentile.” And we read in the 
Revelation, © bleſſed are they that do his 
* commandments, that they may have a 
& right to the tree of life,” 

When therefore the apoſtle ſpeaks of be- 
ing SAVED Without works, he muſt refer to, 
the merciful deſign of God, the making us 
capable of eternal life, or bringing us under 
the promiſe of it; this is a ſenſe, that will 
make the apoſtle conſiſtent with himſelf, 
which I apprehend he could not be, if we 
underſtand the being sAveD, in the full and 
compleat ſenſe of that expreſſion. —I thought 
It neceſſary to eſtabliſh this ſenſe of the word 
SAVED, becauſe a great deal depends upon it; 
the whole controverſy in regard to good 
works, as they relate to ſalvation, depends 
upon it. It is, I apprehend, the only clue 
that can lead us to the true interpretation 
of thoſe paſſages, where all works are in- 
tirely excluded in the affair of man's ſalva- 
tion; for take it in the ſenſe I have con- 
ſidered it, i. e. let us underſtand the bein 
SAVED, as it is plain the apoſtle does, by be- 


ing 


1 
ing put into the way of ſalvation, and brought 
under the promiſe of it, by faith in Jeſus 
_ Chriſt; and all works of whatever kind are 
to be excluded ; this 1s to be aſcribed to the 
original mercy and love of Gd. 

But then, though no works of ours could 
contribute to this, yet to our actual perſonal 
title to eternal life, holineſs, or righteouſneſs, 
or good works, (for they have all the ſame 
meaning) are indiſpenſably required. — This 
then is the benefit of which the apoſtle 
ſpeaks in the text ; the being brought under 
the promiſe of eternal life, and put into the 
way of obtaining it. — A moſt excellent pri- 
vilege, and that calls for our devouteſt ac- 
knowledgments to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Sin had expoſed us 
to the anger of God, and by conſequence to 
condemnation and death; but the compaſſi- 
ons of God reached our caſe ; his mercy pro- 
vided for our ſalvation; and if we accept the 
proviſion God has made for our happineſs, 
by complying with the terms of it, we ſhall 
not come ſhort of it. This benefit, great 
and excellent as it 1s, is freely tendered to our 
acceptance. It is a ſalvation all are capable 
of, and from which none will be excluded, 
but thoſe who receive this grace in vain; if 
being put into the way of obtaining eternal 
life, we ſeek it in earneſt, if we ſtrive and 
labour to obtain it, we ſhall enjoy the be- 
ginnings, the firſt fruits of it at preſent, and 

| . ſhall 
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ſhall reap the full harveſt at that period. 
when the Son of man ſhall come, to the 
compleat and everlaſting ſalvation of all true 
believers in him. | 

And as by the mercy of God we are _ 
into the way of ſalvation, ſo to this end he 
hath called us with a holy calling. _— 
1 apprehend, we are to underſtand the goſ- 
pel, It is in this ſenſe the apoſtle exhorts 
the Epheſians ch. iv. 1. © to walk worthy of 
* the vocation wherewith they were called,” 
i. e. worthy the goſpel they made profeſſion 
of. It is ſpoke of under different charac- 
ters, as a high calling, Phil. iii. 14. And in 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews as a heavenly cal- 
ling, both implying, that the goſpel was of 
divine original, that it came from heaven, 
and was deſigned to conduct us thither. In 
the text it is mentioned under the character 
of a holy calling; ſignifying that the goſpel, 
as it is the doctrine of God, ſo it is a moſt 
holy inſtitution. Though it is a diſcovery 
of the richeſt grace that was ever manifeſted, 
yet purity and holineſs are the very genius, 
temper, and tendency of the goſpel. It was 
not without deſign, that the apoftle deſcri- 
bed the. goſpel of our ſalvation as a holy cal- 
ling, that it might be ap eſtabliſhed convic- 
tion with every chriſtian, that though the 
being SAVED, is from firſt to laſt to be aſcri- 
bed to the grace of God, yet that the goſpel 
in which this grace is manifeſted, is 3 


1a 
ed to convert men to that purity and holl» 
neſs, which is the beginning of eternal life; 8 
the conſummation of which, will conſiſt in 
a perfection of holineſs, in the everlaſtin 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, Which brings me to the | 


IId. Head of diſcourſe, which leads me 
to conſider, to what this excellent be- 
.nefit is aſcribed, negatively and poſi- 
tively, © who hath ſaved us and called 
te us with a holy calling; not according 
e to our works, but according to his 

- . ©« own purpoſe and grace given,” Sc. 
Let! it be remembered, that the being sAv- 
ED, as it is here intended by the apoſtle, is 
the merciful deſign of God, of putting us 
into the way of life, and calling us to thoſe 
means capable of being improved to our 
eternal happineſs. — And this in the firf 
place was not owing to any antecedent works 
of righteouſneſs in us. 

Previous to this merciful deſign e of God, 
mankind were in a ſtate of fin; in circum- 
ſtances of guilt, ** ſtrangers to God, enemies 
e jn their mind by wicked works; without 
hope, yea, without life, dead in treſpaſ- 
« ſes and fins.” In this manner, the apoſ- 
tle repreſents the condition of thoſe, who 
had been converted to the chriſtian faith. 
Titus iii. 3. For we ourſelves alſo were 
4 nn. fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, . 


* ſerving 


We > Fe, | 


move him to. conſider our caſe, or provide 
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te ſerving divers luſts and pleaſure: ; living 
« in malice, hateful, and hating one ano- 
*« ther, but after that the kindneſs and love 
* of God our Saviour towards mankind ap- 
& peared, not by works of righteouſneſs 
« which we had done.” Mankind conſi- 
dered as ſinners, which was the caſe with 
all before this grace appeared, (I ſay in theſe 
circumſtances confidered) had nothing that 
could claim or deſerve the regard God was 
pleaſed to maniteſt. 8 

Antecedent to this deſign of God, there 
was nothing but miſery and wretchedneſs, 
for all were concluded under ſin; this did 
excite the compaſſion of God, but could 
not deſerve it. All fleſh had corrupted their 
way, fin was become a univerſal malady, and 
all were liable to condemnation. That God 
ſhould manifeſt the mercy he did, to the 


human race, deſign its recovery and ſalva- 


tion, and to this end, ſend his Son into the 


world, was not therefore owing to any pre- 
vious worthineſs or deſert of theirs. They 


were obnoxious 'to the diſpleaſure of God, 


when he entertained the merciful deſign of 
their ſalvation. It was when enemies (ſays 
St. Paul) we were reconciled, and when we 
were yet without ſtrength, in due time Chriſt 


died for us; and therefore no deeds or works 
which had been done, antecedent to the 


compaſſionate deſign of God, could at all 


for 
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for our happineſs. He saveD us, or beni 
us into the way of ſalvation, called us to his 
kingdom and grace, put us under the means 
of ſalvation, without the leaſt regard to what 
we had done, or could do to deſerve it. — 
Though here it is neceſſary we remember, 
that the works. that are excluded from any 
ſhare in our ſalvation, refer to the period an- 
tecedent to the gracious. purpoſe of God, in 
calling us into the kingdom of his Son, and 
not to the ſtate and circumſtances of cheat 5 
ans, after they were included within the 
pale of the chriſtian church. And it is the 
not attending to this diſtinction, that hath 
occaſioned the unhappy miſtakes among 
chriſtians in regard to good works ; in the 
former caſe they are to be ſet afide, as not 
at all contributing to move or incline the 
bleſſed God, to form the original defign and 
purpoſe of our falvation, in which ſenſe a- 
lone the apoſtle is to be underſtood when he 
ſays, not by works of righteouſneſs, &c. But 
then, there is a direct and poſitive reaſon 
aſſigned for this, it was owing to the free 
purpoſe and grace of God, given us in Chriſt 
Jeſus before the world began. | 
The hope of eternal life we are recover- 
ed to, is always ſpoke of in this manner; 
is aſcribed, as it is fit it ſhould, to the un- 
merited favour and love of God, in the iid. 
chapter to the Epbefians, ver. 4. c. 
But God who was rich in mercy, for the 
great 
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« great love wherewith he loved us, when 
* we were dead in fins, hath quickened us 
* together with Chriſt: (by grace are ye 
e $AvED) and hath raiſed us up together, 
t and made us fit together in heavenly pla- 
4 ces in Chriſt; that in the ages to come he 
t might ſhew the exceeding riches of his 
_ & grace, in his kindneſs towards us through 
« Jeſus Chriſt. For by grace are ye sAv- 
Ep, through faith, and not of yourſelves; 
« it is the gift of God: not of works, leaſt , 
d any man ſhould boaſt.” 

The plain meaning of which 1s, that our 
ſalvation by Chriſt, was wholly owing to the 
free bounty and mercy of God, without re- 
gard to any works or worthineſs of ours. In 
this great affair they are all to be ſet aſide, 
and the whole honour of our ſalvation to be 
aſcribed to the original love of God. 

The defign itſelf was wholly from God. 


This plan of mercy was formed in the breaſt 


of God. It took its riſe from his own be- 
nignity. He foreſaw our wretched miſera- 
ble ſtate; the ſad effects of our apoſtacy 
from God, and before the foundations of 
the world were laid, of his mere goodneſs 
contrived our recovery. It was not that he 
foreſaw we ſhould deſerve ſo gracious an in- 
terpoſure, but becauſe he fore-knew, we 


ſhould want it, but could neither obtain it 


ourſelves, nor lay him under any obligation 
| to 


8 

to it. It was his own purpoſe and grace | 

given us in Chriſt, Sc. 

And as the defign itſelf, ſo the manner in 

which God was · pleaſed to execute it, took 

its riſe from the ſame goodneſs.  * For it 
ee jt was God ſo loved - world as to ſend 

« his only begotten. Son: and herein was 

« loye, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us: the gift of Chrift, and the be- 
nefits he was the means of, were all of them 
inftances of the kindneſs and love of God. 

It was his compaſſion, that led him to make 

this proviſion Gr us. All that Chriſt did on 

earth, and is doing for us fince he went up 

to heaven, is to be aſcribed to the great 

love of God. 

Our redemption by his death, and our e- 

rnal life by his reſurrection, are the fruits 

of the fame 1 « For we have re- 

« demption through his blood, the forgive- 

„ neſs of fins, according to the riches of 

« his grace.” And it is God who hath 
| quickened us by Chriſt, or by his refurrec= _ 
tion raiſed us to the hope of a glorious refur- 
tection to eternal life. 

Again. That we have been acquainted 
with this proviſion made for our happineſs, 
is to be aſcribed to the good will of God; 
that we who were the poſterity of Gentiles, 
without God, and without hope, ſhould be 
called into the kingdom of his dear Son, is 


to be imputed ſolely to the merciful and gra- 
D- cious 
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cious purpoſe of God. We were of Gentile 
ſtock, and ſprang from heathen anceſtors ; it 
was the mercy of God that made the differ- 
ence betwixt us and them. They fat in the 
Tegion of darkneſs, © the day-ſpring from on 
te high hath viſited us.” It was the merci- 
ful appointment of God to which nothing 
we had done-could contribute from whence 
this difference took its riſe. Our lot might 


have been caſt among heathens, without any 


Hope, but from the uncovenanted mercies of 
God; but he hath called us by his grace, 
hath committed to us the word of reconci- 
Jiation, - and condeſcends by all the argu- 
ments and motives taken from his own be. 
-nevolence, and perſuades us by his ambaſ- 
fadors in Chriſt's ſtead, to be reconciled to 
God. So that upon the beſt grounds it 
may be ſaid he hath sAvED us, and cal- 
led us, not according to our works, but-ac- 
cording to his own purpoſe and grace given 
us in Chriſt Jeſus before the world began. 
But as this account has been perverted to 


a meaning, not intended by the apoſtle, and 


it has been inferred from hence, that good 


works are of no avail to our acceptance with 
God, I proceed to ſhew in the | 


111d. Place, that the practice of righte- 
ouſneſs, to our perſonal acceptance to 
eternal life, does nevertheleſs ſtand in 
full force and obligation. e 

5 EE Here 
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— Here it may be natural to enquire, are no 
works of piety and righteouſneſs then neceſſa- 
ry, to our being final partakers of this ſalvati- 
on? The ſcriptures ſay no ſuch thing. They 
aſſert the contrary — that they are neceſſary 
— indiſpenſably neceſſary, to any well- 
grounded hope of heaven, and without 
which no man can ever Ke God. | 
Some through ignorance or inattention 
may be ready to ſay, where is the conſiſt- 
ence for the apoſtle to ſay, that God hath 
SAVED us and called us, without any re- 
gard to works of righteouſneſs, and yet aſ- 
ſert that theſe are indiſpenſably required in 
order to ſalvation ? Why this the ſcriptures 
do aſſert, and there is a perfect harmony 
betwixt each of theſe, — The miſtake ariſes 
purely from not obſerving the diſtinction 
made in ſcripture, between the being brought 
into a ſtate of ſalvation, the having proviſi- 
on made for it by the mercy of God, and 
the having an actual perſonal title to it. The 
firſt of theſe is purely gratuitous, without 
any terms or conditions required of us. But 
to the ſecond, perſonal holineſs is required, 
and. cannot but be inſiſted on — that God 
ſhould defign and contrive our falvation, and 
ſend his Son from heaven to make proviſion 
for it, was all of grace; that he ſhould call 
us to partake of this ſalvation, and tender, it 
. to our acceptance, was exclufive not only of 
all © a but of any qualifications that might 
MA induce 
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induce him to it; but after this grace. was 
manifeſted, and God had done ſo much for 
our happineſs, then it became our duty to 
work out our own ſalvation, — The provid- 
ing for our happineſs, and. putting us into a 
capacity for it, is one thing — the being fi- 
nally-accepted to eternal life, is another — 
from the firſt, all works muſt be for ever 
excluded — but to preſume upon the other, 
without a holy virtuous life, is a deluſion, 
that muſt in its conſequences, be fatal to 
the ſouls of men. — To render it as plain 
as I can, (for I would conſult the meaneſt 
capacity to whom I ſpeak) give me leaye to 

illuſtrate it by the following inſtance. 
Put the caſe of a prince, whoſe ſubjects 
had taken up arms againſt him, by which 
they incurred the guilt and puniſhment of 
— Ing — The prince unwilling to proceed 
to extremities, and moved with compaſſion, 
ubliſhes an act of grace; and of his mere 
| ty, renders them capable of the privi- 
leges they had forfeited ; only to. their ac- 
tually poſſeſſing them, inſiſts that for the 
future, they continue in their duty and al- 
legiance to him. — Who does not fee that 
their pardon, and their being received to fa- 
vour is purely owing to the clemency of their 

prince? — it could be aſcribed to no deſert 
of theirs; for (by the , ſuppoſition) they had 
incurred the puniſhment of traytors ; their 
future PIR: —_ he cannot but re- 
quire 
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quire it, is no cauſe of the grace and ele 
mency of theit prince. Their original par- 
don flowed from him freely, and yet to their 
actually enjoying the immunities of faithful 
ſubjects, their future duty cannot be diſpen- 
And ſo it is in the caſe before us; God's 
ſending his Son into the world to proclaim 
peace and pardon to his offending creatures, 
was his publiſhing an a& of grace; that he 
ſhould do this in a manner worthy of him- 
ſelf by the mediation of Jeſus: Chriſt, and by 
him, grant us the promiſe of eternal life, 
was to de aſcribed to his own purpoſe and 
grace; this was all from the original bounty 
and compaſſion of God, no terms or con- 
ditions - were here required; but then that 
we be actually inveſted with the high privi- 
leges his grace provided, a life of holineſs 
js abſolutely neceſſary. This illuftration I 
ſhould think, muſt carry conviction with it. 
- But I ſhall not reſt the matter here, but 
| — proceed to confirm the truth of it, that 
works of righteouſneſs though they cannot 
merit eternal life, and could contribute no- 


* 


it; yet now that this grace is manifeſted 
they are indifpenfably neceſſary to our per- 

ſonal title to it. | . 
(..) The neceſſity of this was eſtabliſhed 
in the original purpoſe and decree of God. 
By this 1 mean, that when the plan of our 
05 | ſalvation 


thing to the original grant and promiſe % $8 
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ſalvation was laid in the divine mind, holi- 
neſs was ordained as the neceſſary means and 
qualification for it. That mankind who had 
forfeited eternal life, ſhould be made capa- 
ble of it, was fixed in the purpoſe or decree 
of God; and the original deſign he laid, was 
that we ſhould be holy in order to the being 
happy. Thus in 1ſt. of Epbeſians, ver. 4. 
the apoſtle having given — to God for 
his grace beſtowed on the Gentiles, in chooſ- 
ing them for his people, and calling them 
into the kingdom of the Meſſiah, ſays, 
e bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt, who has bleſſed us, &c. 
« According as he has choſen us in him be- 
« fore the foundation of the world, that we 
ee ſhould: be holy and without blame before 
him in love.” The meaning of which is, 
that when the Gentiles (in like manner as the 
Jews had been) were made choice of, 'to be 
the people of God, it was that they might 
be holy and blameleſs in their lives, or as 
the apoſtle elſewhere ſays, a peculiar people 
«zealous of good works.” And when in the 
ſecond chapter he tells them, by. grace ye 
tc are SAVED,” i. e. recovered to the hope of 
ſalvation, he adds at the tenth verſe, e for we 
c are his workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Je- 
« ſus unto good works, which God had be- 

« fore ordained that we ſhould walk in 
« them; where the apoſtle ſhows, that 
- though . no works of theirs had contributed 
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to their being brought to the faith of the 
goſpel, yet being brought to the knowledge 
of it, it was to be conſidered as God's new 
creation, by which they were to be formed 
to purity and holineſs, agreeable to the ori- 
ginal purpoſe and decree of Gd. : 

And in the ſecond epiſtle to the Theſſalo- 
nians, Chap. ii. ver. 3. the fame thing is ex- 


preſſed, namely, the appointment of God 


to holineſs, in order to eternal life; God 


C e hath- from the beginning choſen you to 


e ſalvation, through ſanctification of the ſpi- 
&« rit, and belief of the truth;” and St. Pe- 


ter writing to thoſe of the diſperſion, Who 


were brought to faith in Jeſus Chriſt, ſpeaks 


of them as a choſen generation, a royal prieſt- 
hood, a holy nation, 7. e. ſet apart to be ſo, 


that by the fruits of holineſs, they might 


ſhow forth the praiſes of him, who had 
called them out of darkneſs into his mar- 
vellous light. From whence it appears that 
when the plan of our ſalvation was laid in 


the divine mind, holineſs was ordained as 
the neceflary means or qualification for it. 


' (2.) Further, it was the very end for which 


this grace was manifeſted, We are by it 


laid under the higheſt obligation to all holi- 


neſs of life. Thus the apoſtle to Titus, tells 


him, that to this end the grace of God bring- 


ing falvation, had. appeared unto all men; 


teaching them to deny ungodlineſs and world- 


| Iy luſts, Sc, The argument before me, is too 


extenſive 7 


11 
extenſive for me to enter into; the doctrines 
which to this end Chriſt came to teach, like 
their author, were holy and heavenly, the 
life and character of the Son of God were ſo 
in the moſt perfect manner, and are pur poſe- 
ly recorded for our imitation. It was the 
deſign of his death, not only to be a ſacri- 
fice for fin, but to deliver us from the domi 
nion of it, for © he offered himſelf without 
e {pot to God, to purge our conſciences 
* from dead works to ſerve the living God.” 
And in the forementioned epiſtle to Titus; 
* be gave himſelf for us to redeem us from 
«* all iniquity, and to purify to bimſelf a pe- 
« cular people, &c. 
Oi.ur redemption by Chriſt, is the trongeſt 
argument to a holy life, and being redeemed 
by his death, we are bound to be zealous of 
good works, as we would not defeat the in- 
tention of his dying for us. — I might ſhow 
that his reſurrection from the dead, is of like 
force and obligation, why we ſhould walk 
in newneſs of life; his aſcenſion into hea- 
ven, is applied to the ſame practical purpoſe, 
as is his continual intereeſſion for us; not to 
exempt us from the obligations of duty, but 
that our ſincere, though — ſervices, 
may be accepted. 
(3.) We may obſerve further, in the third 
place, that good works, or the fruits of ho- 
line(s, are 3 in that faith, that will 
eventually juſtify and ſave us. | | 
WE” - x Mere 
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Mere faith Wide its proper and genu- 
ine fruits cannot ſave us; nor can that which 
implies no more than relying upon Chriſt, at 
all avail to our acceptance. A man may do 
this, many have done it without repentance 
and a holy life. The faith that will eventu- 


ally juſtify, is the belief of the heart, the 


effectual faith that purifies the beart and 
worketh by love; it is a faith that includeth 
not only the belief of the goſpel, but obe- 
dience to it; in ſhort, a faith that hath eve- 
ty grace 3 virtue in its train. | 

The doctrine of faith was very early cor- 
rupted in the chriſtian church; it was ſo in 
the times of the apoſtles; for there were thoſe 
who taught, that the bare believing in Chriſt 
without any regard to good works, would 
avail to ſalvation. The apoſtle Janes ſet 
himſelf to oppoſe this nee chap. ii. 
17, telling them, that © faith if it hath not 


« works is dead, being alone,” He ſhews 


that Abraham, that great-example and pattern 
of believers, was juſtified by works, ver. 21. 
i. e. by ſuch a faith as was productive of obe- 


dience to the commands of God; ſo that his 
faith wrought with his works, and by works 


his faith was made perfect; and it followeth 
ver. 24. © you ſee then how that by works 
« a man is juſtified, and not by faith only,” 

i. e. by works that proceed from faith, and 
by which it appears to be an operative liviog 


principle. And that none might- ever pre- 
bs ſume 
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fume to leſſen the i importance of good works, 
out of pretence of giving greater honour to 
faith, it ſtands recorded as an everlaſting 
caution to chriſtians, to the end of time; for 
as the body without the ſoul is dead, ſo faith 
without works is dead allo. 

(4.) Bat 1 add fourthly, though « our being 
SAVED Is originally to be aſcribed to the mer- 
cy of God, yet the holineſs of God cannot 
diſpenſe with our obligations to duty, but 
mult require it in order to our pram title 
to eternal life. 

That God ſhould make this proviſion as 
hath been ſhewn, was all of grace and with- 
out works. But fhall it be faid, that ariy 
are inveſted with this privilege, without the 
neceſſary qualification of a holy life? Though 
eternal life is the gift of God, can we a 
he. hath no regard to the quality of the per- 
ſons on whom this gift is beſtowed? 2 What, 
- ſhall the unholy and impure, be thought as 
meet objects of this grace, as thoſe who 
are renewed in the ſpirit of their minds, and 
the ſinner have the ſame title to it as the ſaint? 
This is indeed to level all diſtinctions, and 
to give the ſame encouragement to. thoſe 
who brake God's commandments, as thoſe 
who keep them. This would be ſuch a 
diſhonour to the holineſs, nay to the grace 
of God, as we cannot think of without ab- 
horrence! — To ſpeak with reverence — the 
bleſſed God cannot confer the benefit of = 1 


. | 
nal life, without ſonie regard to the temper 
and quality of thoſe who receive it. What? 
If, as 1 obſerved before, a prince ſhould pro-+ 
miſe pardon and preferment to thoſe who 
had been in arms againſt him, is nat this 
condition tacitly implied that they ſubmit to 
his government, and became loyal ſubjects? 
If he ated otherwiſe, his wiſdom with great 
reaſon might be called in queſtion. And 
what though the bleſſed God of his grace, 
without any deſert of ours, hath called us to 
partake of eternal life, could he with honour 
to his perfections confer a perſonal title to it, 
without a holy life ? He cannot but require 
* unleſs we fu 6 ſe what is impoſſible, that 
grace ſhould be the more magnified, by 
25 which tends to the diſhonour of his ho- 
lineſs. So that though in one ſenſe we are 
SAVED without works, as it refers to the ori- 
ginal grant and promiſe of eternal life, yet 
that we may eventually 8 of it, good 
works are abſolutely neceſſary 
Again. To this I may add, that eternal 
life, in the very nature of it, requires the 
qualification I am ſpeaking of. — It is indiſ- 
penſible from the very kind and quality of 
the future bleſſedneſs. It is purity that gives 
a temper and turn of ſoul, eſſential to the 
happineſs God hath promiſed. Heaven could 
be no happineſs to an unrenewed mind. Pu- 
ity is the very diſpoſition neceſſary to the 
erhoying God — it is virtue, in 15 habit and 
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. 
exerciſe of it, that forms the temper, with-⸗ 
out which, heaven itſelf could nat make us 
happy — the diſcipline of the heart and life, 
which is no other than the practice of righ- 
teouſneſs, is that which trains the mind for 

bleſſednels. The principles and habits of 
goodneſs, are a qualification not arbitrarily 
injoined, but founded in the very nature of 
the felicity we have the hope and expectati- 
on of. Our compleat ſalvation from ſin, and 
our attaining to a perfection of holineſs, muſt 
have its beginnings in this world, or we ſhall 
not be admitted to the conſummation of 1 it 
in the next. \ 

But I would obſerye once more, that 
though eternal life is the gift of God, yet 
good works are peremptorily required a8 the 
indiſpenſable condition of our title to it. 

Beſides the many expreſs injunctions to 
holineſs or good works, backed by the au- 
thority of Jeſus Chriſt, and inforced from 
the e of our profeſſion, from the 
very nature and genius of our religion, bound 
upon us by every motive and argument pro- 
per to work upon the ingenuity and grati- 
tude of our natures; I ſay beſides theſe, we 
have the practice of - holineſs inforced, as 
we would ever. hope for God's ſalvation. 

Ka may ſuffice to lay the paſſages before 

They require no comment, they need 
— be attended to, to give you the ſtrong- 
eſt conviction of this truth, that though our 
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ſalvation is from God, yet that our perſon- 


al title to it depends upon our perſeverin 
holineſs. — Thus ſays our Lord, bleſſed 
« are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee 


e God.” Mat. v. 8. And at ver. 20. for 


— 


« 1 fay unto you, except your righteouſneſs 
« exceeds the righteouſneſs of the ſcribes 
« and phariſces, ye ſhall in no caſe enter in- 
te to the kingdom of heaven.“ And chap. 
vii. 21, © not every one that ſaith unto me 
« Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom 
te of benden, but he that doth the will of 
© my Father which is in heaven.” In the 
2 5th. chapter of Matthew from the 34th. 
verſe to the end, our Lord aſſureth us, that 
works of charity flowing from a right prin- 
ciple, or the neglect of them, will be the 
reaſons aſſigned of our acquitment or con- 


demnation at the day of judgment. The 


apoſtle tells us, Rom. ii: 6, © that God will 
render to every man according to his deeds, 
e to them who by a patient continuing in 
« well doing, ſeek for glory, honour, and 


_ * immortality, eternal life, &c. And again, 


e glory, honour, and peace to every man 
«© that worketh good, to the Jew firſt, and 
te alſo to the Gentile.” *©* We are debtben 
te not to the fleſh to live after the fleſh; for 
« if we live after the fleſh we ſhall die, but 
« if through the ſpirit we mortify the deeds 


of the body we ſhall live.“ And again, 


66 be not deceived, God is not mocked, for 
| ce what- 


+. 
et whatfoever a man ſoweth that ſhall he al- 
« fo reap: for he that ſoweth to the fleſh, 
* ſhall of. the fleſh reap corruption ; but he 
te that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpi- 
< rit reap life everlaſting.” Rom. viii. 12. Gal. 
vi. 7, Sc. And in the epiſtle to the Carin- 
thians, wherefore my beloved brethren, 
es be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abound- 
e ing in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as 
* ye know your labour is not in vain in the 


"6 Lord.” And the apoſtle Peter in his ad. 


epiſtle chap, i. 5. © beſides this giving all di- 
te ligence, add to your faith virtue, to vir- 
te tue knowledge, to knowledge temperance, . 
& Fc. for if theſe things be in you and a- 
% bound, they make you that ye ſhall nei- 
* ther be barren nor unfruitful, in the know- 
« ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
« Chriſt.” And at ver. 10. © wherefore the 
te rather brethren give all diligence, to make 
% your calling and election ſure, for if 
« ye do theſe things (referring to the 
« forementioned duties) ye ſhall never fall, 
« and ſo an entrance ſhall be adminiſtered 
to you abundantly, into the everlaſting 
* kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
« Chriſt.” — Theſe are a ſmall part of the 
ſcriptures I might have quoted, but they are 
more than enough to confirm the point, 
that though eternal life is the gift of God, 
and flows from his bounty, yet that to our 
perſonal title to it, holineſs or good works 


are 
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are abſolutely neceſſary. — Here then I ſhall 


reſt the matter. I have endeavoured to eſtab- 

liſh the ſenſe of my text, I have explained 
the benefit of which the apoſtle ſpeaks, name- 
ly, our being put into the way of ſalvation, 
and to this end called with a holy calling ; 
J have confidered that to which this benefit 
is aſcribed, negatively and poſitively expreſ- 
| ſed, not to any antecedent works of righte- 

ouſneſs of ours, but to the free purpoſe and 


grace of God given us in Chriſt before the 


world began; I have ſhewn that this refers 


to the original intention and defign of God, 


the merciful proviſion made for our happi- 
neſs, to which no works of ours could at all 
contribute. And as this account has been 


rverted to a meaning not intended by the 


apoſtle, I have ſhewn notwithſtanding, that 


to our perſonal and final acceptance to eter- 


nal life, good works are abſolutely neceſſary; 


the neceſſity of this was eſtabliſhed in the 


purpoſe and decree of God; it was the very 


end for which the grace of God was mani- 
feſted. Good works are included in the ye- 


ty nature of that faith, that will finally ac- 
quit or juſtify us at the bar of God. The 


rectitude and holineſs of God require them. 


They are eſſential to our enjoying that eter- 
nal life, which God hath promiſed, and they 
are expreſsly required as the indiſpenſable 
conditions of our title to it. — And from 
What hath been ſaid, we learn 

25 3 (1.) That 


. * Ny 
Ny 5 8 
4 * 2 * by « 
| EN 
he? 4 « » 
l 


any part of his epiſtles been ſo a or 
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(J.) That a right attention to ſcripture, 


(taking it in connection with itſelf) will pre. 
ſerve us from miſtake, in forming our Judg- 


ments of the doctrines of it. 
It is the ſenſe and meaning of ſcripture, 


and-not the ſound of it we are to be deter- 


mined by, and a diligent examination is ne- 
ceſſary, to the right underſtanding many 
parts of it; and no where is it more neceſſa- 
ry, than where the apoſtle ſpeaks of being 
SAVED by grace and without works; a cloſe 
attention to the deſign of the apoſtle i in thoſe 
paſſages 1 is neceſſary t to the right underſtand- 
ing the meaning of them. 


— The apoſtle Peter tells us, there are | 
ſome paſſages in St. Paul's epiſtles hard to 


be underſtood, which the ignorant and un- 


| fable wreſt, as they do alſo the other ſcrip- 


tures, to their own.deſtruction. Nor have 


been the occaſion of ſo many miſtakes, as 


what relate to the doctrines of grace, or the 


obligations of duty. It is neceſſary therefore 


we ſearch the ſcriptures, if we would under- 
ſtand them. We are carefully to compare 


one part with another, and explain difficult 
paſſages, by thoſe that are more eaſy; beg- 
ging of God the ſpirit of wiſdom for our 


inſtruction ; that he would deliver us from 


all party-prejudice; and open our underſtand- 


ings to underſtand the ſcriptures. And it 


is __—_ the duty of publick inſtructors 
to 
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to apply themſelves with great diligence and 
impartiality, to the ſtudy of the ſacred wri- 
tings. And though we would by no means 
bind our interpretations upon the conſciences 
of others, yet we would aſſiſt them in the 
beſt manner we can, in their endeavours af. 
ter ſacred knowledge; and fo direct their in- 
quiries, as may contribute to their knowing 
the truth as it is in Jeſus. — And to this end 
we would exhort you, when you read the 
ſcriptures, to do it with attention, comparing 
ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, the paſſages 
which ſpeak of being saveD without works, 
with others where they are expreſsly enjoin- 
ed in order to ſalvation, and you will eaſily 
obſerve, that the one refer to it, as it was 
the original grant and promiſe of God, and 
the other reſpe& thoſe qualifications, which 
the holineſs of God cannot diſpenſe with 
to our final participation of it. 

(2.) We learn that the grace of God in 
our ſalvation, and the practice of righteouſ- 
neſs to aſcertain our title to it, are in perfect 
harmony with one another. 3 | 

It hath been ſhown, we are indebted to 
the grace of God for all our hopes of ſalva- 
tion. The deſign itſelf, and the proviſion. - 
made for it, are to be aſcribed to the graci- 
ous purpoſe of God, excluſive of any works 
of ours. But you plainly ſee it by no means 
follows, that God hath no requirement of 
duty from us, or that perſonal holineſs is 
8 5 1 - 85 ee 
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not neceſſary, to our partaking the benefits 
his grace has provided for us — it muſt ar- 
gue great ignorance, or inattention to inſiſt, 
that our being sAvRD by grace, means that 
no terms or conditions are required, to our 
actual intereſt. in this ſalvation. If this is to 
be meant by our being sAvxD by grace, it 
is ſuch grace, as does great diſhonour to the 
holineſs of God, and therefore cannot be 
the grace of the goſpel. And that any can 
preſume to aſſert it, with ſuch a cloud of 
| witneſſes to the contrary, as the ſcriptures fur- 
niſh us with, is really amazing. Sure it is an 
_ Inference that naturally flows from the, fore- 
going premiſes, that though the original 
grant of eternal life was all of grace, with- 
out any qualifications or deſert of ours, yet 
that works of righteouſneſs are abſolutely 
neceflary, which neither the holineſs | or mer- 
cy of God can diſpenſe with. 

(3.) We learn that to decry the practice of 
good works as in no connection with our final 
acceptance to eternal life, is a dangerous mi- 
ſtake, and founded in great ignorance. It 
is a very eaſy and delightful topic of diſ- 
courſe to many; and upon which, an igno- 
rant enthuſiaſt can be very fluent; and it 
too well ſuits the inclinations of many, to be 
told they have nothing to do to obtain eter- 
nal life. To trample upon good. works, 
and aſcribe all. to faith, . is a way that hath. 

: always had its admirers, but it is an admi- 
ration founded i in ignorance, and hath a ma- 
| nifeſt 


7 


nifeſt tendency. to delude the ſouls of men. | 


It js abuſing the ſcriptures to tell men they 


may be made righteous without the fruits of 


righteouſneſs, and that good works are of no 
avail to their final acceptance with God, — 
What hath been ſaid, I doubt not will carry 
conviction to thoſe who are capable of it; 
which the meek and humble enquirers after 
truth, certainly are. Let others if they pleaſe 
degrade good works, let us remember, that 
_ Chriſt gave himſelf for this very purpoſe that 

we might be zealous in the practice of them. 


— And yet while we are ſo, let us aſcribe our 


ſalvation to the grace of God, Theſe I have 
ſhewn are in perfect barmony-with one ano- 
ther, though it is preſumption to think of 
being SAVED in any other way than that of 


holineſs, yet the love of God is ever to be re- 


garded as the ſpring of all our hope. It is 
God's falvation we have the promiſe of by 
Jeſus Chriſt, though he will not diſpence it 
without the neceſſary condition of a holy life. 
So that I may cloſe this diſcourſe with the 


words that introduced it, in which I truſt we 
| ſhall heartily join; aſcribing the honour of our 
falvation to God, who hath sAveD us, and 
Fe called us with a holy calling, not according 


* to our works, but according to his own pur- 


e poſe and grace, given us in Chriſt Jeſus be- 
* fore the world began.” To whom be glo- 


4 for ever and eyer. Amen. 
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